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Ttalk

                                                 by Bud Krueger

Let there be light

This month's theme could be entitled 'how to protect your rear end'. In the past month I've been busy doing just that to Lazarus, my 52 TD.  Having been almost rear ended by an SUV was the motivator to make me get going on the project.  There are two parts to the story --- the most obvious is the installation of a pair of large (4.25" diameter), highly visible red lamps on top of the fuel tank.  The part that's not so obvious is the installation of a relay in the brake light circuit.  I have to give credit for finding the lamps to my good friend, and the club's webmaster, Paul Hinchcliffe.  The brake light circuit relay has long been advocated by Dave DuBois.  Details of Dave's excellent article can be seen on the Ontario MG T Register's web site at http://www.omgtr.ca/technical/brakelightrelay/brakelightrelay.htm.  
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Here's a view of Lazarus showing the new lights in the brake light mode. The new ones are quite obvious when compared with the standard ones at the lower part of the fender.  And --- that's with halogen bulbs (from LBCarCo) in the fenders.  The lamps are held in place by magnets and can be installed, or removed, in minutes without the need for tools.  Motor vehicle lighting is a legal issue so I can't really advocate that you do what I did.  I'm just sharing this with you.  The lamp assembly was readily available at Wal-Mart for under $50US.  The cost to install the brake light relay was less than $10US with the relay available from Radio Shack.
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Here's what the lights look like in the daylight.  I should add that the lights can very easily be placed at the top ends of the fuel tank for TC'ers.  The license plate location makes that location impractical for TDs.
The entire installation story would be a bit too long for this, my wee bit of the CCBCC newsletter.  So -- you're invited to view the whole thing on my webpage at http://www.ttalk.info/tech/highmountlights.html.  The details of the installation of the brake light relay can be viewed at http://www.ttalk.info/Tech/BrakeLightRelay.html.  If you need more information -- just drop me a line at admin@ttalk.info.
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