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Ttalk

                                                 by Bud Krueger

A Pointless Tech Session
On Sunday, October 16, a totally pointless tech session was hosted by Jack and Sandi Rosen, along with a pot luck luncheon.  You may be wondering what the point is of all of that.  And-- you'd be right on.   The main purpose of the tech session was to do a show-and-tell conversion of Paul Hinchcliffe's TC to a solid state (Pertronix Igniter) ignition and a solid state voltage regulator.  And, to go one further, we also got into the solid state fuel pump that Paul has on his TC.
But, to avoid the session being totally pointless, Jack Rosen and Sandi decided that it would be a perfect occasion for a pot-luck luncheon.  If you weren't there you missed some great goodies that the couple of dozen of us who were there enjoyed.  And -- to top off the gastronomic delights --- Paul Hinchcliffe put on another one of his famous Coney Island Hot Dog feasts.  At last count there 28 fewer hot dogs in the world.  

Okay, let's get back to the tech stuff.  Just to give the folks a bit of confidence in our knowing what we're doing, we started out by looking at Lazarus, my 52TD.  I've been running a Pertronix Igniter in my distributor for three years now, a little over 6,000 miles, and have never touched the timing since I installed it.  It has been absolutely reliable and the timing hasn't moved a bit.  I showed how easy it would be to reinstall the old points plate if the unthinkable should happen.  

Next thing to show on Lazarus was the voltage regulator. It was simple to pop the cover off the regulator and show the innards --- a circuit board.  I've been running the sold state regulator for about three months now.  The source is an engineer named Bob Jeffers up in New Hampshire.  Probably the best way to get information about Bob's product is to go to  http://mgaguru.com/mgtech/electric/et232.htm and read about it.  The mgaguru site is one of my all time favorite sources of technical information.  It's authored by an amazingly versatile MG'er named Barney Gaylord.  The reason that I installed Bob's solid state regulator was because I was seeing a lot of fluctuation on my ammeter when I began to charge above about 7.5 amps.  Also, my battery voltage didn't seem to want get above 12 volts.  Since the swap I have a smoothly operating ammeter, battery voltage that's back up over 12 and I've been able to put my charger back on the shelf. 
The regulator changeover was the first item of business for Paul's TC.  The two screws holding the regulator in place were easy to undo on the TC.  However, unlike on the TD, the TC's wires are out of sight below the cover of the regulator.  And, on top of that, it's a 9-post regulator with a few extra wires added for good measure.  To show how  easy it really was to perform the operation, Paul proceeded to do it without the use of a wiring diagram.  Which is to say that we swapped the wires one terminal at a time until they were all attached to the new regulator.  After remembering to swap the fuses, we just bolted the regulator back into place, reconnected the battery's ground terminal and fired up the car.  Yessirree! Goosing the throttle would bring the charging voltage up into the 15 volt region with smooth swings of the ammeter.

Next came the Pertronix Igniter ignition.  Since Paul's TC is still wired as a positive ground system, the Pertronix installation is a bit more complicated than installing one into a negative ground system.  In a negative ground installation, the Pertronix module directly replaces the points in the wiring scheme.  Not so in a positive ground system.  As the club members saw, the Igniter is wired in 'above' the coil so that the low side of the coil is hard-wired to ground.  This just meant that we had to fabricate a short wire to  connect the coil terminal to ground.  Other than that, it was a fairly simple matter of just fallowing the Pertronix instructions.  Once the Igniter was installed, and we felt confident that no smoke would be allowed to escape from any wires, the acid test was ready to be performed.  The big question was --- 'would the TC start up without having to go through the mechanics of setting the static timing?'  Switch on --- contact --- Vroom!  Indeed it did!  A check of the static timing showed that the ignition was advanced by something on the order of 5 degrees.  But since it wasn't checked before we started we couldn't say how much change actually occurred.  Operation was a success.
If you'd like to learn more about installing a Pertronix into a TD you're invited to have a look at http://www.ttalk.info/ and follow the links on the Tech Index page.

BTW, the only 'uh-oh' of the episode was my red face when Lazarus died while trying to leave Jack Rosen's.  Yours truly had failed to tighten the thumb nut that secures the lead wire onto the fuel pump.  The Prince of Darkness has a way to keep us humble.
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